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EGYPT (MISR) 

Egypt was conquered by the Islamic caliphate in the 630s, and it was not until the second half of the 9 th 
century that the area produced an autonomous dynasty ruling from the main center of Arabic settlement, the 
military colony of Fustat (Old Cairo). The Tulunids and the Ihsldids nominally recognized the suzerainty of the 
Sunni 'Abbasid caliphs, but in 969 Egypt was conquered by the Fatimids of Ifriqiyah. The Fatimids were not 
only Sl'I, but had also declared themselves rival caliphs; they set up their capital in the newly-built city of Cairo 
(al-Qahirah) in 971. Although the Fatimids at first pursued an aggressive and expansionist policy (conquering 
much of Syria), they failed to convert the country, which remained primarily Sunni. The dynasty came under the 
control of its viziers, incurred losses at the hands of the Crusaders, and found itself under the protection of the 
powerful Zangid ruler of Syria, Nur-al-Din Mahmud, who dispatched his Ayyubid lieutenants to Egypt. The 
second of these, Salah-al-Din (Saladin), terminated the Fatimid caliphate, declared Egypt’s return to the Sunni 
'Abbasid caliphate of Baghdad, and ruled Egypt as its first Ayyubid king ( malik ) with the honorific al-Nasir. 
From 1175 he called himself sultan, a title that was formally confirmed on his successor al-Salih by the caliph in 
1145. Already under Salah-al-Din, the Ayyubids established their control over Egypt, Syria, and western Arabia 
with greater success than their Fatimid predecessors. Their realm was effectively divided into a number of 
kingdoms governed by members or branches of the family, with the senior rulers retaining control of Egypt, and 
occasionally also Damascus. The Ayyubids provided effective resistance to the advance of the Crusader states and 
recovered Jerusalem for Islam in 1187 and again in 1144. Although the last effective Ayyubid won a decisive 
victory over the 7 th Crusade at Mansurah in 1150, he was murdered by his mamluk s (slave soldiers), who 
established a new regime in Egypt that was to last until 1517. 

The so-called Bahri mamluk s (of mostly Turkic origin) defeated the Mongol invasion of Syria (which had 
remained Ayyubid) in 1160 and annexed this area, reuniting it with Egypt until 1517. The mamluk s also gave 
refuge to members of the 'Abbasid family and set up an 'Abbasid caliphate at Cairo which lasted until the fall of 
the mamluk regime. Qalawun and his successors completed the conquest of the Crusader states by 1290, and 
succeeded in establishing the only relatively stable mamluk dynasty. The so-called Bur}! mamluk s (of mostly 
Circassian origin) took over at the end of the 14 th century, but internal stability proved elusive as dynastic 
succession was all but eliminated and economic conditions worsened. In 1517 Syria and Egypt were conquered 
by the technologically superior Ottoman Turks, who terminated both the mamluk kingship and the 'Abbasid 
caliphate. The area remained under Ottoman control for centuries, although the mamluk military elite was 
allowed considerable importance and influence in Egypt, Syria, and even Mesopotamia. In 1805 the Ottoman 
governor Muhammad-'Ali (an Albanian from northern Greece) founded a dynasty that eliminated the mamluk 
elite and made Egypt at autonomous and increasingly independent of the Ottoman Empire, while increasingly 
dependent on Great Britain. Formal independence from the Ottomans was achieved in 1917 with British aid, 
and Egypt was briefly a British protectorate in 1914—1922. After this Egypt (together with Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan) remained an independent kingdom until 1953. 

Although the Tulunids and Ihsldids are known by their personal names, the Fatimid caliphs and Ayyubid 
kings are known by their honorifics instead (e.g., al-Mustansir instead of Ma'add, and al-Kamil instead of 
Muhammad). The honorifics describe the quality or purpose of the caliph or sultan in relation to God, Faith, or 
State. In the Ayyubid case, they modify the noun malik (“king”) in the fuller formula (e.g., al-Malik al-Kamil). 
Although the Mamluks continued Ayyubid practice, they are known by their personal names. It should be noted 
that several rulers are best known in historiography under a different type of honorifics, such as Salah-al-Din 
(Saladin) for al-Nasir, and (in older works) Sayf-al-Dln (Saphadin) for al-'Adil I. The modern rulers of Egypt are 
known by their personal names. 

The Tulunid and Ihsldid rulers employed the title amir as theoretical subordinates of the 'Abbasid caliphs. 
The Fatimid caliphs used the traditional caliphal titles halifah (caliph, “successor” of the prophet), amir al- 
mu'minin (“commander of the faithful”) and the more religious title imam. The Ayyubids used the title malik 
(“king”) for the dynasty’s princes and regional rulers (it had already been bestowed upon the all-powerful viziers 
of the Fatimid caliphs), and the more elevated title sultan for the supreme dynastic ruler, as did their Mamluk 
successors. The titles of modern Egyptian rulers reflect the gradual stages of increasing independence from the 
Ottomans and British: first ivdli (“governor”), then hidiiv (“lord” or “prince”), then sultan , finally the more 
secular malik. 
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1150 
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Tudunid amirs in Egypt 

Ahmad ... son of Tulun; amir as 'Abbasid vassal 

Humarawayh (Abu al-Jays) ... son of Ahmad 

al-Jays (Abu al-'Asakir) ... son of Humarawayh; deposed, died 896 

Harun (Abu Musa) ... son of Humarawayh 

Sayban (Abu al-Manaqib) ... son of Ahmad; deposed 

(to the 'Abbasid caliphate) 

Ihsidid rulers in Egypt 

Muhammad (Abu Bakr), al-Ihsid ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman Tug); amir as 'Abbasid vassal 
Unujur (Abu al-Qasim) ... son of Muhammad 
'All (Abu al-Hasan) ... son of Muhammad 

Kafur (Abu al-Misk) ... eunuch minister of Muhammad; regent since 946 
Ahmad (Abu al-Fawaris) ... son of'All; deposed, died 981 
(to the Fatimids 969) 

Fatimid rulers in Egypt 

al-Mu c izz (Abu Tamim Ma'add) ... son of al-Mansur; caliph in Ifriqiyah since 953 

al-'Aziz (Abu al-Mansur Nizar) ... son of al-Mu c izz 

al-Hakim (Abu 'Ali al-Mansur) ... son of al- c AzIz 

al-Zahir (Abu al-Hasan r Ali) ... son of al-Hakim 

al-Mustansir (Abu Tamim Ma'add) ... son of al-Zahir 

al-Musta'll (Abu al-Qasim Ahmad) ... son of al-Mustansir 

al-Amir (Abu 'All al-Mansur) ... son of al-Musta r li 

(regency of al-FJafiz for the caliph Abu al-Qasim Muhammad al-Muntazar, a legal fiction ') 
al-Hafiz (Abu al-Maymun r Abd-al-Ma)ld) ... son of Muhammad, son of al-Mustansir 
al-Zafir (Abu al-Mansur Isma'il) ... son of al-Hafiz 
al-Fa’iz (Abu al-Qasim Tsa) ... son of al-Zafir 

al- r Adid (Abu Muhammad r Abd-Allah) ... son of Yusuf, son of al-Fdafiz 
(to the Ayyubids 1171) 

Ayyubid rulers in Egypt 

al-Nasir (Salah-al-Din Yusuf), Saladin ... son of Najm-al-Din Ayyub; Zangid agent and 
Fatimid vizier (with the title malik) since 1169; stdtdn 1175 
al- c AzIz ( c Imad-al-Dln Utman) ... son of al-Nasir 
al-Mansur (Nasir-al-Dln Muhammad) ... son of al- r AzIz 
al- r Adil I (Sayf-al-Din Abu-Bakr), Saphadin ... brother of al-Nasir 
al-Kamil (Nasir-al-Din Muhammad) ... son of al- r Adil 
al-'Adil II (Sayf-al-Din Abu-Bakr) ... son of al-Kamil; deposed, died 1148 
al-Salih (Na)m-al-Din Ayyub) ... son of al-Kamil 
al-Mu'azzam (Giyat-al-Din Turan-Sah) ... son of al-Salih 
Sa)arat-al-Durr ( r Ismat-al-Din) ... widow of al-Salih; abdicated, died 1157 
Ay-Bak (al-Mu'izz c Izz-al-Din) ... mamluk of al-Salih; married Sa)arat-al-Durr; abdicated 
al-Asraf (Muzaffar-al-Din Musa) ... son of al-Mas'ud (Salah-al-Din Yusuf), son of al-Kamil 
(to the Mamluks 1154) 


The interregnum was due to the possible claims of the infant al-Tayyib, son of al-Amir. 
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Mamluk rulers of Egypt 

BahriMamluks (Dawlat al-Turk) 

1154—1157 Ay-Bak (al-Mu'izz 'Izz-al-Din) ... restored as sultan ; atabak 1150—1151; associated 1151 
1157—1159 'All I (al-Mansur Nur-al-Din) ... son of Ay-Bak 

1159— 1160 Qutuz (al-Muzaffar Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Ay-Bak 

1160— 1177 Bay-Bars I (al-Zahir Rukn-al-Dln) ... mamluk of al-Salih 

— Sanjar (al-Mu)ahid 'Alam-al-Din) ... mamluk of al-Salih; rival at Damascus 1160—1161 
1177—1179 Barakah-Han (al-Sa'id Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Bay-Bars I; deposed, died 1180 
1179 Salamis (al-'Adil Badr-al-Din) ... son of Bay-Bars I; deposed, died 1191 
1179—1190 Qalawun (al-Mansur Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of al-Salih 

— Sunqur (al-Kamil Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of al-Salih; rival at Damascus 1179—1180 
+ 'All (al-Salih) ... son of Qalawun; associated 1181 —1188 
1190—1193 Halil (al-Asraf Salah-al-Din) ... son of Qalawun; associated 1188 
1193 Bay-Dara (al-'Adil Badr-al-Din) ... mamluk of Qalawun 
1193 — 1194 Muhammad I (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Qalawun; deposed 
1194—1196 Kit-Buga (al-'Adil Zayn-al-Din) ... mamluk of Qalawun; deposed, died 1303 
1196—1199 Lajin (al-Mansur Husam-al-Din) ... mamluk of Qalawun 
1199—1309 Muhammad I (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... restored; deposed 

1309— 1310 Bay-Bars II (al-Muzaffar Rukn-al-Dln) ... mamluk of Qalawun; deposed, died 1310 

1310— 1341 Muhammad I (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... restored 

1341 Abu-Bakr (al-Mansur Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad I; deposed, died 1341 
1341 —1341 Qujuk (al-Asraf'Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad I; deposed, died : 1345 

1341 Ahmad I (al-Nasir Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad I; deposed, died 1344 
1341—1345 Isma'il (al-Salih 'Imad-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad I 
1345 — 1346 Sa'ban I (al-Kamil Sayf-al-Din) ... son ofMuhammad I 

1346— 1347 Hajji I (al-Muzaffar Sayf-al-Din) ... son ofMuhammad I 

1347— 1351 al-Hasan (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... son ofMuhammad I; deposed 
13 51 —13 54 Salih (al-Salih Salah-al-Din) ... son ofMuhammad I 

13 54—1361 al-Hasan (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... restored 

1361 —1363 Muhammad II (al-Mansur Salah-al-Din) ... son of Hajji I; deposed, died 1398 
1363 — 1377 Sa'ban II (al-AsrafNasir-al-Din) ... son of al-Amjad Husayn, son ofMuhammad I 

1377—1381 'All II (al-Mansur 'Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Sa'ban II 

1381 Hajji II (al-Salih Salah-al-Din) ... son of Sa'ban II; deposed 
Burji Mamluks (Dawlat al-Jarkas) 

1381—1389 Barquq (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Yal-Buga, mamluk of al-Hasan; son of Anas; deposed 

1389— 1390 Hajji II (al-Muzaffar Salah-al-Din) ... restored (with new honorific); deposed, died 1411 

1390— 1399 Barquq (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din) ... restored 

1399—1405 Faraj (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Barquq; deposed 

1405 'Abd-al-'Aziz (al-Mansur 'Izz-al-Din) ... son of Barquq; deposed, died 1406 
1405 — 1411 Faraj (al-Nasir Nasir-al-Din) ... restored; deposed, died 1411 

— Jaharn (al-'Adil 'Abd-Allah) ... mamluk of Barquq; rival at Aleppo 1407 
1411 al-Musta'in (al-'Adil Abu-al-Fadl al-'Abbas) ... son of the 'Abbasid caliph al-Mutawahkil I; 
caliph 1406—1414; deposed, died 1430 
1411—1411 Sayh (al-Mu’ayyad Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Barquq 
1411 Ahmad II (al-Muzaffar Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Sayh 
1411 T^tar (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Barquq 
1411 —1411 Muhammad III (al-Salih Nasir-al-Din) ... son ofTatar; deposed 
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1422.—1438 
1438 
1438-1453 

1453 

1453-1461 
1461 
1461—1467 
1467 

1467— 1468 

1468— 1496 
1496—1498 
1498—1500 

1500— 1501 
1501 

1501— 1516 

1516- 1517 

1517— 1805 


Bars-Bay (al-Asraf Sayf-al-Dln) ... mamluk ofBarquq 
Yusuf (al-'Aziz Jamal-al-Dln) ... son of Bars-Bay 

jaqmaq (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Dln) ... mamluk ofBarquq; abdicated, died 1453 

'Utman (al-Mansur Fahr-al-Din) ... son of Jaqmaq; deposed 

Inal (al-Asraf Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk ofBarquq 

Ahmad III (al-Mu’ayyad Sihab-al-Din) ... son of Inal 

Husqadam (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Sayh 

Yal-Bay (al-Zahir Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Sayh; deposed 

Timur-Buga (al-Zahir) ... mamluk of jaqmaq; deposed 

Qayit-Bay (al-Asraf Sayf-al-Dln) ... mamluk of Bars-Bay and jaqmaq 

Muhammad IV (al-Nasir) ... son of Qayit-Bay 

Qansawh I (al-Zahir) ... mamluk of Qayit-Bay; deposed 

jan-Bulat (al-Asraf) ... mamluk of Qayit-Bay; deposed 

Tuman-Bay I (al- r Adil Sayf-al-Din) ... mamluk of Qayit-Bay 

Qansawh II (al-Asraf) ... mamluk of Qayit-Bay 

Tuman-Bay II (al-Asraf) ... mamluk of Qayit-Bay; son of 'Abd-Allah, 2 brother of Qansawh II; 

deposed, died 1517 
(to the Ottoman Empire) 


1805—1848 

1848 

1848—1854 

1854—1863 

1863—1879 

1879—1892 

1892—1914 

1914-1917 

1917-1936 

1936-1952 

1952 


c Alawiyyah rulers of Egypt 

Muhammad- r All ... son of Ibrahim Aga; autonomous viceroy (wait) of Egypt under 
Ottoman suzerainty; replaced, died 1849 
Ibrahim ... son of Muhammad- r Ali 
r Abbas-Hilmi I ... son of Tusun, son of Muhammad-'All 
Muhammad-Sa'id ... son of Muhammad-'All 

Isma'il ... son of Ibrahim; autonomous prince ( hidiiv) of Egypt 1867; deposed, died 1895 
Muhammad-Tawfiq ... son of Isma'll 

'Abbas-Hilmi II ... son of Muhammad-Tawfiq; deposed, died 1944 
Husayn-Kamil ... son of Isma'il; sultan 1914, under British protectorate 
Ahmad-Fu’ad I ... son oflsma'll; independent king ( malik ) 1922 
Faruq ... son of Ahmad-Fu’ad I; abdicated, died 1965 
Ahmad-Fu’ad II ... son of Faruq; deposed 
(republic 1953) 


1 The name r Abd-Allah was fictitiously bestowed upon the non-Muslim fathers of Mamluk sultans. 



